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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2008-1095
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: November 125, 2008
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCD
Date of Analysis: November 25, 2008
Type of Action: Authorization of assignment of lease of City property; approval of amendments to a security agreement and quit-claim bill of sale; Ordinance Code waiver
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the execution of various documents, including a lease, amended security agreement and amended quit-claim bill of sale, to facilitate an agreement between the Museum of Contemporary Art Jacksonville Inc. (MOCAJax) and the University of North Florida for the university to assume ownership and operational control of the museum.  The bill waives the provisions of the Public Service Grant process that prohibit state agencies from applying for and receiving PSGs in order to permit MOCAJax to continue to receive City operational support after its ownership transfers to UNF, a state entity.
Background Information: MOCAJax has been experiencing financial difficulties for several years and is seeking a partnership with another institution to ensure that the museum continues to be able to operate at its facility in downtown Jacksonville, which is leased from the City for $10 per year on a 99-year lease which started in 2000.  The UNF and MOCAJax boards of trustees have reached agreement whereby UNF will take ownership of the museum’s assets and operate the facility, which will remain an independent 501(C)(3) corporation, as a branch campus of the university and its fine arts department.  This bill authorizes amendments to the lease and to the agreement by which the City conveyed certain art works to the museum to permit the transaction.  The bill also waives various provisions of the Public Service Grant regulations in order to permit MOCAJax to continue to apply for and receive PSG financial assistance despite being owned by a state agency in recognition of the fact that the museum will continue to serve the same role it currently serves as a community resource for art education and cultural enlightenment and an important downtown cultural anchor despite its change in ownership.
Policy Impact Area: City facility lease; Public Service Grant regulation waiver
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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